A  Suggested  programme 

FOR  THE  CELEBRATION  of  the  SESQUI  -  CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY  of  the  INITIATION  INTO  THE 
FRATERNITY  OF  FREEMASONS  of 

Brother  George  Washington 

For  the  USE  of  THE  LODGES  UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION 
of  t^z  tfraito  llo&ge  of  JBenno^lbania,  jF*  Sr  &♦ 

Together  with  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS  of  THE 
GRAND  LODGE,  SHOWING  ITS  CORDIAL  RELATIONS 
WITH  THAT  ILLUSTRIOUS  BROTHER 


A  Suggested  programme 

FOR  THE  CELEBRATION  oj  the  SESQUI  -  CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY  of  the  INITIATION  INTO  THE 
FRATERNITY  OF  FREEMASONS  of 

Brother  George  Washington 

For  the  USE  of  THE  LODGES  UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION 
of  £tje  45rano  ilo&ge  of  penns£lbaniat  jF*  £r  3L 
Together  with  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS  of  THE 
GRAND  LODGE,  SHOWING  ITS  CORDIAL  RELATIONS 
WITH  THAT  ILLUSTRIOUS  BROTHER 


A  .  D.  i  go  2 

A  .  L  .  5  go  2 

Brother  George  Washington  was  initiated  in  “  The  Lodge  at 
Fredericksburg,”  in  Virginia,  on  November  4,  A.  D.  1752,  A.  L.  5752; 
was  passed  a  Fellow  Craft,  March  3,  A.  D.  1753,  A.  L.  575 3;  and 
was  raised  a  Master  Mason,  August  4,  A.  D.  1753,  A.  L.  5753. 

On  St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Day,  June  24,  A.  D.  1784,  A.  L.  5784, 
he  was  unanimously  elected  an  honorary  member  of  Lodge  No.  39, 
at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  which  had  been  warranted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  the  preceding  year. 

When  Lodge,  No.  39  surrendered  its  Pennsylvania  warrant,  and, 
in  A.  D.  1788,  A.  L.  5788,  received  a  warrant  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia,  as  Alexandria  (now  Alexandria-Washington)  Lodge,  No. 
22,  he  was  named  as  the  first  Worshipful  Master. 

He  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  at  Mount  Vernon,  .December 
18,  A.  D.  1799,  A.  L.  5799. 


Masonic  Temple, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  23,  A.  D.  1902,  A.  L.  5902. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  at  its  last  Annual  Grand  Communication,  the  Committee  of 
Twelve  suggests  the  following  programme  for  the  use  of  such  of  the 
Lodges  as  desire  to  celebrate  the  Sesqui-centennial  Anniversary  of 
the  Initiation  of  Brother  George  Washington  into  our  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Fraternity,  which  occurred  November  4,  A.  D.  1752, 
A.  L.  5752. 

EDGAR  A.  TENNIS,  Grand  Master, 

Chairman. 

JAMES  M.  LAMBERTON, 

Secretary. 


5752 — November  4th — 5Q02. 


CELEBRATION 

OF  THE 

SESQUI  -  CENTENNIAL  ANNIVERSARY 

of  the  initiation  into  ttjr 
jftratrrnitg  of  iFrmnaaono  of 

BROTHER  GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

Held  under  the  Auspices  of  Lodge,  No.  ,  F.  &  A.  M., 

In  the  Masonic  Hall,  at  ,  Pa.,  on  day, 

November  ,  A.  D.  1902,  A.  L.  5902. 

1.  Opening  of  the  Lodge . Brother  ,  W.  M. 

2.  Prayer . Brother  ,  Chaplain . 

3.  Music — “  Old  Hundredth" . By  all  the  Brethren. 

With  one  consent  let  all  the  earth 
To  God  their  cheerful  voices  raise  ; 

'  Glad  homage  pay  with  awful  mirth, 

And  sing  before  Him  songs  of  praise. 

For  He’s  the  Lord,  supremely  good, 

His  mercy  is  for  ever  sure; 

His  truth,  which  always  firmly  stood, 

To  endless  ages  shall  endure. 

4.  Reading  from  Extracts  from  the  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

of  Pennsylvania,  Showing  its  Cordial  Relations  with  Brother 
Washington.  Brother  ,  Secretary . 

5.  Music — (Vocal  or  Instrumental.) 

6.  Address — Washington  as  a  Citizen  Brother 
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7.  Music — “ The  President' s  March." 


By  all  the  Brethren. 


Hail,  Columbia,  happy  land  ! 

Hail,  ye  heroes,  heav’n-born  band  ! 

Who  fought  and  bled  in  freedom’s  cause, 

Who  fought  and  bled  in  freedom’s  cause, 

And  when  the  storm  of  war  was  gone, 

Enjoyed  the  peace  your  valor  won. 

Let  independence  be  our  boast, 

Ever  mindful  what  it  cost, 

Ever  grateful  for  the  prize, 

Let  its  altar  reach  the  skies  ! 

Firm,  united,  let  us  be, 

Rallying  round  our  liberty  ; 

As  a  band  of  Brothers  joined, 

Peace  and  safety  we  shall  find. 

Sound,  sound  the  trump  of  fame, 

Let  Washington’s  great  name, 

Ring  thro’  the  world  with  loud  applause, 

Ring  thro’  the  world  with  loud  applause, 

Let  ev’ry  clime  to  freedom  dear, 

Listen  with  a  joyful  ear  ! 

With  equal  skill,  with  god-like  power, 

He  govern’d  in  the  fearful  hour 
Of  horrid  war,  or  guides  with  ease 
The  happier  times  of  honest  peace. 

Firm,  united,  etc. 

Behold !  the  chief  who  now  commands 
Once  more  to  serve  his  country  stands — 

The  rock  on  which  the  storm  will  beat, 

The  rock  on  which  the  storm  will  beat, 

But  arm’d  in  virtue  firm  and  true, 

His  hopes  are  fixed  on  Heav’n  and  you  ; 

When  hope  was  sinking  in  dismay, 

And  glooms  obscur’d  Columbia’s  day, 

His  steady  mind,  from  changes  free, 

Resolved  on  death  or  liberty. 

Firm,  united,  etc. 

Joseph  Hopkinson, 
Philadelphia ,  April  1798. 

8.  Address — Washington  as  a  Mason  .  .  Brother 

9.  Music — “America."  ........  By  all  the  Brethren. 

Hail,  Masonry  divine  ! 

Glory  of  ages,  shine, 

Long  mays’t  thou  reign ; 

Wher’er  thy  Lodges  stand, 

May  they  have  great  command, 

And  always  gra.ee  the  land, 

Thou  art  divine  ! 
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Great  fabrics  still  arise, 

And  grace  the  azure  skies, 

Great  are  thy  schemes  ; 

Thy  noble  orders  are 
Matchless  beyond  compare ; 

No  art  with  thee  can  share, 

Thou  art  divine  ! 

Hiram,  the  Architect, 

Did  all  the  Craft  direct 

How  they  should  build ; 

Solomon,  great  Israel’s  king, 

Did  mighty  blessings  bring, 

And  left  us  room  to  sing 
Hail,  Royal  Art ! 

io.  Closing  of  the  Lodge  .  .  .  Brother  ,  W.  M. 


For  one  of  the  addresses,  there  may  be  substituted  extracts  from 
Washington’s  Farewell  Address.  A  number  of  suitable  vocal  selections  will 
be  found  in  Sections  III-VII  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon. 

If  there  is  a  banquet,  the  following  is  a  suggested  order  of 

TOASTS. 

1.  The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  and 

Masonic  Jurisdiction  Thereunto  Belonging. 

2.  The  Memory  of  Our  Deceased  Brother  George  Washington. 

3.  Freemasonry  around  the  Globe. 

4.  The  Country  of  which  Washington  was  the  Father. 

5.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  which  Washington  was  a  Member. 

6.  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

7.  Our  Sister  Grand  Lodges. 

8.  Our  Honored  Guests. 

9.  “All  Our  Friends.”  {Washington  s  Favorite  Toast). 

10.  The  Day  We  Celebrate. 

“  AULD  LANG  SYNE." 


If  a  Table  Lodge  is  opened,  the  regular  toasts  (the  first  three  given  above) 
are  proposed  by  the  Master,  the  Senior  Warden  and  the  Junior  Warden  respectively. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS  OF 
THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

There  is  added  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1783, 
(which  will  be  referred  to  later) 

A 

SERMON 

PREACHED  IN 

C  h  r  i  s  t-C  h  u  rc  h,  PHILADELPHIA, 

[For  the  Benefit  of  the  POOR] 

BY  APPOINTMENT  OF  AND  BEFORE 

The  General  Communication 


Free  and  Accepted  MASONS 

OF  THE 

State  of  PENNSYLVANIA, 

On  MONDAY,  December  28,  1778. 

Celebrated,  agreeable  to  their  Constitution, 

as  the  ANNIVERSARY  of 

St.  JOHN  the  Evangelist. 
By  WILLIAM  SMITH,  D.  D. 

Provost  of  the  College  and  Academy  of  Philadelphia. 
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The  Dedication  of  the  sermon  is  as  follows : 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  ESQ. 

GENERAL  AND  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF 

OF  THE 

Armies  of  the  United  States 

O  F 

north-america; 

THE  FRIEND 

Of  his  Country  and  Mankind, 

-AMBITIOUS  OF  NO  HIGHER  TITLE, 

IF  HIGHER  WAS  POSSIBLE; 

THE  FOLLOWING  SERMON, 

Honored  with  his  Presence  when  delivered, 

IS  DEDICATED, 

IN  TESTIMONY 

O  F  T  H  E 

Sincerest  Brotherly  Affection 

and 

ESTEEM  OF  HIS  MERIT. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  BRETHREN, 

JOHN  COATS,  G.  S.pro.  Tem. 
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The  text  was  from  1  Peter,  ii.16:  “As  Free  and  not  using 
your  Liberty  as  a  Cloak  of  Maliciousness ;  but  as  the  Servants 
of  God.” 

The  following  paragraph  is  of  interest : 

’'Such,  to  name  no  more,  was  the  Character  of  a  Cincin¬ 
nati^  in  ancient  Times ;  rising  ‘awful  from  the  Tough’  to 
save  his  Country ;  and,  his  Country  saved ,  returning  to  the 
Plough  again,  with  increased  Dignity  and  Lustre.  Such  too, 
if  we  divine  aright,  will  future  Ages  pronounce  to  have  been 
the  Character  0fa**************  but  you  all  an¬ 
ticipate  me  in  Name,  which  Delicacy  forbids  me,  on  this  Oc¬ 
casion,  to  mention.  Honoured  with  his  Presence  as  a  Brother, 
you  will  seek  to  derive  Virtue  from  his  Example;  and  never 
let  it  be  said,  that  any  Principles  you  profess  can  render  you 
deaf  to  the  Calls  of  your  Country ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
animated  you  with  intrepidity  in  the  Hour  of  Danger,  and 
Humanity  in  the  Moments  of  Triumph.” 

The  following  are  the  closing  words : 

“But  I  will  detain  you  no  longer,  Brethren! — You  all  pant 
to  have  a  Foretaste  of  the  Joy  of  Angels,  by  calling  forth  into 
immediate  Exercise  this  heavenly  Virtue  of  Charity  whereby 
you  will  give  Glory  to  the  THRICE  BLESSED  THREE, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  one  God  over  all !” 

“At  the  Word  ‘Glory,’  the  Brethren  rose  together ; 
and,  in  reverential  Posture,  on  pronouncing  the  Names  of  the 
TRI-UNE  GOD,  accompanied  the  same  by  a  correspondent 
Repitition  of  the  Ancient  Sign  or  Symbol  of  Divine  Homage 
and  Obeisance ;  concluding  with  the  following  Response — 

‘  Amen  !  So  let  it  ever  be !  ’  ’ * 

On  the  next  page  we  find : 

/ 

“The  following  Short  ACCOUNT  of  the  Procession  of 
the  Brethren  to  and  from  Church,  &c.,  is  recorded  here  by 
Desire. 

“At  Nine  o’clock,  A.  M.  near  Three  Hundred  of  the  Body 
assembled  at  the  College,  [on  Fourth  Street  below  Arch 
Street]  ;  where  being  properly  cloathed- — the  Officers  in  the 
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Jewels  of  their  Lodges,  and  other  Badges  of  their  Dignity — 
the  Procession  began  at  Eleven  o’Clock,  viz : 


i. 


2. 

3- 

4- 

5- 

6. 

7- 

8. 

9- 

io. 


11. 

12. 
i3- 
14. 

i5- 

16. 

17- 


Brother  George 
by  the  Grand 


The  Sword-Bearer. 

Two  Deacons,  bearing  Wands,  tipt  with  Gold. 

The  Three  Orders,  Doric ,  Ionic  and  Corinthian ,  borne 
by  Three  Brethren. 

The  Holy  Bible  and  Book  of  Co?istitutions,  on 
Crimson  Velvet  Cushions;  borne  by  the  Grand 
Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary. 

A  reverend  Brother. 

Four  Deacons,  bearings  Wands. 

His  Excellency,  our  illustrious 
Washington,  Esq :  supported 
Master  and  his  Deputy. 

The  Two  Grand  Wardens,  bearing  the  proper  Pillars. 

The  past  Masters  of  different  Lodges. 

The  present  Masters  of  Ditto. 

The  Senior  Wardens 

The  Junior  Wardens, 

The  Secretaries, 

The  Treasurers, 

Brother  Proctor's  Band  of  Music. 

Visiting  Brethren :  And 

Members  of  different  Lodges;  Two  and  Two,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Seniority. 


Of  different  private  Lodges. 


“The  Procession  entered  the  Church  in  the  Order  of 
March;  and  being  seated  in  the  Middle  Isle,  Prayers  were 
read  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  White  [afterwards  the  First  Bishop 
of  Pennsylvania]  ;  and  the  following  anthem  sung  in  its  proper 
Place  by  sundry  of  the  Brethren,  accompanied  with  the  Organ 
and  other  Instrumental  Music ;  viz : 


“A  Grand  Symphony. 

CHORUS.  Behold  how  good  and  joyful  a  Thing  it  is, 
Brethren  to  dwell  together  in  Unity 

SOLO.  I  will  give  Thanks  unto  Thee,  O  Lord!  with 
my  whole  Heart.  Secretly  among  the  Brethren  and  in  the 
Congregation  will  I  praise  Thee !  I  will  speak  the  marvel¬ 
lous  Works  of  thy  Hands;  the  Sun,  the  Moon  and  the  Stars, 
which  thou  hast  ordained. 


9 


SOLO.  The  People  that  walked  in  Darkness  have  seen 
a  great  Light;  and  on  them  that  dwelt  in  the  Land  of  the 
Shadow  of  Death,  doth  the  glorious  Light  of  Jehovah  shine. 

SOLO.  Thou  hast  gathered  Us  from  the  East,  and 
from  the  West,  and  from  the  North,  and  from  the  South — i 
Thou  hast  made  us  Coi7ipa?iions  for  the  Mighty  upon  Earth — 
even  for  Princes  of  great  Nations. 

TRIO.  O !  I  AM !  Inspire  us  with  Wisdom  and  Strength 
to  support  us  in  all  our  Troubles,  that  we  may  Worship  Thee  in 
the  Beauty  of  Holiness  ! 

“After  Sermon,  near  Four  Hundred  Pounds  were  collected 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor.  The  Brethren  then  returned  to  the 
College  in  the  same  Order  as  above  described ;  from  thence  they 
departed  to  their  several  Lodges ,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  the 
Day  with  their  usual  good  Harmony  and  Sociability.” 

Bound  up  with  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1783,  is  a  collection 
of  fourteen  “Masons  Songs”  and  two  odes,  the  first  of  the  latter 
being  entitled  “ An  ODE  on  Masonry.  By  Brother  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Park,  A.  M.  P.  M.,  Addressed  to  Brother  Colonel 
Proctor,  K.  T.,”  which  is  dated  February  7,  1779,  and  has  for 
its  motto  the  following  quotation  from  Horace:  “ Ah  Ipso  Ducit 
opes,  animumque  f err 0"  and  begins  as  follows: 

“FULL  CHORUS. 

Hail !  coelestial  Masonry, 

Craft  that  makes  us  wise  and  free ! 

Heav’n-born  cherub !  bring  along 
The  tuneful  band,  the  patriot  song; 

See  Washington,  he  leads  the  train, 

’Tis  he  commands  the  grateful  strain; 

See  ev’ry  crafted  son  obeys, 

And  to  the  god-like  brother  homage  pays. 

SONG. 

Then  give  to  merit  what  is  due, 

And  twine  the  mystic  bays ; 

In  joyful  strains  his  deeds  renew, 

And  sing  the  hero’s  praise. 
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RECITATIVE. 

While  time  brings  mortal  honours  to  decay, 

'Tis  freedom  gives,  what  time  can't  steal  away. 

SONG. 

Unbend  his  brow  from  martial  care, 

And  give  the  patriot  rest; 

Who  nobly  brav'd  the  storms  of  war, 

To  make  his  country  blest. 

RECITATIVE. 

Wake  from  the  tomb  the  souls  of  martyrs  free, 
To  view  the  hemisphere  of  liberty, 

Let  them  with  ravish’d  eyes  look  down  upon 
The  glorious  work  perform'd  by  Washington. 

SONG. 

Then  brethren  to  my  lays  attend, 

And  hail  our  father  and  our  friend; 

Let  fame  resound  him  thro’  the  land, 

And  echo  ‘  ‘  ‘  Tis  oiir  Master  Grand.  ’  ’ 


RECITATIVE. 

Begin,  ye  sons  of  Solomon, 

Prepare  the  wreath  for  Washington. 

'Tis  he  our  ancient  craft  shall  sway, 

Whilst  we  with  three  times  three  obey. 

******  *** 

AIR. 

II. 

Let  patriot  fire  strain  ev’ry  nerve, 

For  Washington  upon  you  smiles; 

With  him  'tis  more  than  fame  to  serve, 

'Tis  fame  with  him  to  share  his  toils. 

The  full  chorus  is  repeated.  The  old  form  of  the  letter  “s" 
is  used  throughout  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  of  1783. 
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Minutes  of  13th  of  Jany,  5780.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  p.  19. 

“Grand  Lodge  of  Emergency  opened  in  due  form  at  7 
o’cl’k,  P.  M. 

“This  Lodge  being  called  by  Order  of  the  Grand  Master, 
upon  the  Request  of  Sundry  Brethren,  and  also  in  pursuance 
of  a  Motion  made  at  the  last  General  Communication,  to  con¬ 
sider  the  Propriety  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  appointing  a 
Grand  Master  over  all  the  Grand  Lodges  formed  or  to  be 
formed  in  these  United  States,  as  the  Correspondence  whicn 
the  Rules  of  Masonry  require  cannot  now  be  carried  on  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  London,  under  whose  Jurisdiction  the 
Grand  Lodges  in  these  States  were  originally  constituted ; 
The  Ballot  was  put  upon  the  Question :  Whether  it  be  for  the 
Benefit  of  Masonry  that  ‘a  Grand  Master  of  Masons  thro’out 
the  United  States’  shall  be  now  nominated  on  the  part  of  this 
Grand  Lodge ;  and  it  was  unanimously  determined  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 

“Sundry  respectable  Bretheren  being  then  put  in  nomina¬ 
tion,  it  was  moved  that  the  Ballot  be  put  for  them  separately, 
and  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esquire,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States 
being  first  in  nomination,  he  was  ballotted  for  accordingly  as 
Grand  Master,  and  Elected  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
whole  Lodge. 

“Ordered,  That  the  minutes  of  this  Election  and  appoint¬ 
ment  be  transmitted  to  the  different  Grand  Lodges  in  the 
United  States,  and  their  Concurrence  therein  be  requested, 
in  Order  that  application  be  made  to  his  Excellency  in  due 
form,  praying  that  he  will  do  the  Bretheren  and  Craft  the  honor 
of  accepting  their  appointment.  A  Committee  was  appointed 
to  expedite  the  Business. 

“Resolv’d,  That  the  Masters  of  the  four  Lodges,  together 
with  the  Grand  Secretary,  be  a  Committee  to  inform  them¬ 
selves  of  the  number  of  Grand  Lodges  in  America  and  the 
Names  of  their  Officers,  and  to  prepare  the  Circular  Letters 
to  be  sent  them  as  directed  above,  with  all  Expedition.” 


Minutes  of  Octr.  16th,  1780.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  pp.  29-31. 
“Grand  Lodge  in  due  form. 

“The  Grand  Secretary  communicated  copy  of  a  letter  writ¬ 
ten  by  him  to  the  Right  Worshipful  Joseph  Webb,  Esq.,  Grand 
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Master  of  Masons  in  the  Massachusetts  State,  together  with 
Br.  Webb’s  answer,  both  of  which  are  as  follows: 

Phii^ada.,  Augst  19th,  1780. 

“SIR: 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  address  you,  by  Order  of  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  York  Masons,  regularly  constituted 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  This  Grand  Lodge  has  under 
its  Jurisdiction  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  States  adjacent, 
Thirty-one  different  regular  Lodges,  containing  in  the  whole 
more  than  One  Thousand  Brethren. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  printed  abstract  of  some  of  our  late 
proceedings,  and  by  that  of  January  13th  last,  you  will  observe 
that  we  have,  so  far  as  depends  on  us,  done  that  Honor  which 
we  think  due  to  our  illustrious  Brother,  General  Washing¬ 
ton,  viz.,  electing  him  Grand  Master  over  all  the  Grand  Lodges 
form’d  or  to  be  form’d  in  these  United  States,  not  doubting  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  Grand  Lodges  in  America  to  make  this 
Election  effectual. 

We  have  been  inform’d  by  Col.  Palfrey  that  there  is  a 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  York  Mason  in  the  State  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  that  you  are  the  Grand  Master  thereof.  As 
such,  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  lay  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  before  your  Grand  Lodge,  and  request  their  con¬ 
current  Voice  in  the  appointment  of  General  Washington,  as 
set  forth  in  the  said  Minute  of  January  the  13th,  which,  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  is  a  Measure  highly  ap¬ 
proved  by  all  the  Bretheren,  and  what  will  do  honor  to  the 
Craft.” 


Boston,  Septr.  4th,  1780. 

“SIR: 

Your  agreeable  Favor  of  the  19th  ult.,  I  duly  received 
the  31st,  covering  a  printed  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  your 
Grand  Lodge.  *********** 
I  am  well  assured  that  no  one  can  have  Objections  to  so 
illustrious  a  person  as  Genl.  Washington  to  preside  as  G.  M. 
of  the  United  States,  but  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  necessary 
to  know  from  you  his  Prerogative  as  such ;  whether  he  is.  to 
appoint  Sub-grand  or  Provincial  Grand  Masters  of  each  State ; 
if  so,  I  am  confident  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  will 
never  give  up  their  Right  of  electing  their  own  Grand  Mas¬ 
ters  and  other  Officers  annually.  ***** 


* 
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Inclosed  I  send  you  a  List  of  the  Officers  of  our  Grand 
Lodge,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  es¬ 
teem,  Yr.  aff.  Br.  and  humb.  serv., 

JOSEPH  WEBB, 

G.  M.” 

“The  Grand  Secretary  and  Br.  Palfrey  are  appointed  a 
Committee  to  prepare  an  Answer  to  the  above  Letter  from  the 
Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts,  and  lay  the  same  before  this 
Lodge  to-morrow  Evening,  to  which  time  this  Lodge  is  ad¬ 
journed.” 

Note :  The  letter  in  reply  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  is  given  on  pages  32-34  of  Volume  1  of  the  Reprint; 
and  an  extract  from  the  reply  of  that  Grand  Master  is  on  page 
40.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  decided  that  no  de¬ 
termination  of  the  matter  could  be  made  “until  a  general 
peace  shall  happily  take  place  thro’  the  Continent,”  and  so  the 
project  fell  through. 

Although  the  project  has  been  renewed  a  number  of  times 
since,  our  Grand  Lodge  has  uniformly  refused  to  approve  it. 

Minutes  of  Nov.  22,  1781.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  pp.  43-44. 

“Grand  Lodge  of  Emergency. 

“The  Grand  Secretary  open’d  the  Business  of  the  evening 
by  informing  that  the  Lodge  was  call’d  together  in  Order  to 
give  their  Sanction  to  the  new  Book  of  Constitutions,  as  or¬ 
der’d  to  be  revised  and  published  for  the  benefit  of  the  Breth¬ 
ren  in  America, — Whereupon  the  Manuscript  was  order’d  to 
be  read. 

“The  Book  of  Constitutions  being  read,  the  same  was 
unanimously  approved  of  and  Order’d  to  be  printed. 

“Resolv’d,  That  the  Mason’s  Arms  be  engraved  as  a  front¬ 
ispiece  for  the  book,  and  in  case  our  beloved  and  Illustrious 
Brother  General  Washington  permit  it  to  be  dedicated  to  him, 
that  his  Excellency’s  Arms  be  engraved  and  prefixed  to  the 
Dedication.” 

The  Dedication  is  as  follows  : 


h 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Esq. 

GENERAL  AND  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF 

OF  THE 

Armies  of  the  United  States 

o  F 

AMERICA: 

J  N  Teftimony ,  as  well  of  his  exalted  Ser¬ 
vices  to  his  Country,  as  of  that  noble 
Philanthrophy  which  diftinguifhes  Him 
among  Masons,  the  following  Consti¬ 
tutions  of  the  moft  ancient  and  honorable 
Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Mafons ,  by 
Order  and  in  Behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennfylvania ,  &c.  is  dedicated, 

By  his  Excellency'' s 

Moft  humble  Servant , 

And  faithful  Brother , 

William  Smith,  G.  Secretary. 

June  24,  1782. 

Note  :  Washington’s  arms  are  not  given.  The 
book  was  not  issued  from  the  press  until  1783. 


Note.  On  St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Day,  June  24,  1784, 
Washington,  “by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Brethren,”  was 
elected  an  honorary  member  of  Lodge  No.  39,  at  Alexandria, 
Virginia,  which  had  been  warranted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  on  February  3,  1783;  the  Lodge  is  now  No.  22 
on  the  roll  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  and  bears  the 
name  “Alexandria-Washington  Lodge.” 

Minutes  of  Feby.  3,  1786.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  p.  88. 

“Extra  Grand  Lodge. 

“Translations  of  two  letters  from  a  Lodge  held  at  Cape 
Francois,  written  in  French,  and  directed;  to  General  Wash¬ 
ington  as  Grand  Master  of  all  America,  soliciting  a  Charter, 
were  laid  before  this  Lodge  and  read,  and  the  same  being 
taken  into  consideration,  resolved,  that  a  Warrant  be  granted 
in  the  names  of  Jno.  L.  Galbert  Barron,  Master;  John  B. 
Gauthrow,  S.  W.,  and  Ant.  Pailliez,  J.  W. ;  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  make  out  the  Warrant,  and  ordered  that  a 
Dispensation  be  sent  to  John  Ant.  Marialbert.” 

Note:  These  letters  “were  laid  before  this  Grand  Lodge  by 
aMr.  [*  *  *  *]  whose  conduct  has  been  during  his  con¬ 
tinuance  with  us,  very  unbecoming  a  Gentleman  and 
Brother.”  See  Vol.  1,  p.  89. 


Minutes  of  June  18,  1787.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  p.  108. 

“Grand  Lodge,  quarterly  Comn. 

“On  Motion  and  Seconded,  Ordered,  that  the  R.  W.  G. 
Master  and  D.  G.  M.  present  to  his  excellency  Gen.  Washington 
the  present  Book  of  Constitution.” 

Note:  The  Convention  which  framed  the  present  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  began  its  sessions  in  this  city 
in  May,  1787,  and  adjourned  Sept.  17,  the  same  year. 

Washington  was  unanimously  elected  its  president. 


Minutes  of  Dec.  27,  1791.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  p.  179. 

“Grand  Lodge. 

“On  Motion  and  Seconded,  the  Revd.  Bro.  Dr.  Smith 
and  the  R.  W.  Grand  Officers,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
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to  prepare  an  address  to  our  Illustrious  Bro.  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  President  of  the  United  States;  and  this  Lodge  was 
adjourned  to  the  second  Day  of  January  next  to  receive  the 
report  of  said  Committee.” 

Minutes  of  January  2,  1792.  Reprint,  Vol.  I,  p.  180. 

“Grand  Lodge,  By  Adjournment. 

“A  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form,  and  the 
Minutes  of  St.  John’s  Day  being  read  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  to  our  il¬ 
lustrious  Bro.  George  Washington,  The  Revd.  Bro.  Dr.  Wm. 
Smith,  one  of  the  said  Committee,  presented  the  Draft  of  one 
which  was  read,  Whereupon,  on  Motion  and  Seconded,  the 
same  was  unanimously  approved  of,  and  Resolved,  That  the 
Rt.  Wl.  Grand  Master,  Depy.  G.  Master,  and  Grand  Officers, 
with  the  Revd.  Bro.  Smith,  be  a  Committee  to  present  the 
said  Address  in  behalf  of  this  Rt.  Wl.  Grand  Lodge,  signed 
by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  Countersigned 
by  the  Grand  Secretary.” 

Minutes  of  March  5,  1792.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  p.  180. 

“Grand  Lodge,  Quarterly  Communication.  *  *  *  * 

“The  Rt.  Wl.  Grand  Master  informed  the  Brethren  that, 
in  conformity  to  the  Resolve  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  he  had,  in 
company  with  the  Gd.  Officers  and  the  Revd.  Bro.  Dr.  Smith, 
presented  the  Address  to  our  Illustrious  Bro.  George  Wash¬ 
ington  and  had  received  an  answer,  which  was  read, 

“Whereupon,  on  Motion  and  Seconded,  Resolved,  unani¬ 
mously,  That  the  said  Address  and  the  answer  thereto,  shall 
be  entered  on  the  Minutes. 

To  PIis  Excellency  George  Washington,  President  of  the 

United  States. 

Sir  and  Brother  : 

The  Ancient  York  Masons  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  for  the  first  time  assembled  in  General  Communicatioii  to 
celebrate  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  since  your  Election 
to  the  Chair  of  Government  in  the  United  States,  beg  leave  to 
approach  you  with  Congratulations  from  the  East,  and  in  the 
pride  of  Fraternal  affection  to  hail  you  as  the  Great  Master 
Builder  (under  the  Supreme  Architect)  by  whose  Labours  the 
Temple  of  Liberty  hath  been  reared  in  the  West,  exhibiting  to 


the  Nations  of  the  Earth  a  Model  of  Beauty ,  Order  and  Harmony 
worthy  of  their  imitation  and  Praise. 

Your  Knowledge  of  the  Origin  and  Objects  of  our  Institu¬ 
tion  ;  its  Tendency  to  promote  the  Social  Affections  and  harmon¬ 
ize  the  Heart,  give  us  a  sure  pledge  that  this  tribute  of  our  Ven¬ 
eration,  this  Effusion  of  our  Love  will  not  be  ungrateful  to  you ; 
nor  will  Heaven  reject  our  Prayer  that  you  may  be  long  continu¬ 
ed  to  adorn  the  bright  List  of  Master  workmen  which  our  Fra¬ 
ternity  produces  in  the  Terrestrial  Lodge ;  and  that  you  may  be 
late  removed  to  that  Celestial  Lodge  where  Love  and  Harmony 
reign  transcendent  and  Divine;  where  the  Great  Architect  more 
immediately  presides,  and  where  Cherubim  and  Seraphim  waft¬ 
ing  our  Congratulations  from  Earth  to  Heaven  shall  hail  you 
Brother. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
(SEAL)  Pennsylvania  in  general  Communication  as¬ 
sembled  in  ample  form. 

(Signed)  J.  B.  SMITH,  G.  M. 

Attest:  P.  LE  BARRIER  DUPLESSIS,  Gd.  Secry. 


To  the  Ancient  York  Masons  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Gentlemen  and  Brothers: 

I  received  your  kind  Congratulations  with  the  purest 
Sensations  of  fraternal  affection,  and  from  a  Heart  deeply  im¬ 
pressed  with  your  generous  wishes  for  my  present  and  future 
Happiness  I  beg  you  to  accept  of  my  thanks. 

At  the  same  time  I  request  you  will  be  assured  of  my 
best  wishes  and  earnest  prayers  for  your  Happiness  while 
you  remain  in  this  terrestrial  Mansion,  and  that  we  may  here¬ 
after  meet  as  brethren  in  the  Eternal  Temple  of  the  Supreme 
Architect. 

(Signed)  G.  WASHINGTON.” 

Minutes  of  Dec.  27,  1793.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  p.  206. 

“Grand  Lodge. 

“Resolved,  that  Brother  Proctor  and  Poor  be  requested 
to  wait  on  His  Excellency,  Bro.  George  Washington,  with  the 
compliments  of  the  Day,  and  respectful  Thanks  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  his  generous  donation  to  the  poor.” 
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Minutes  of  December  5,  5796.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  p.  261. 

“Grand  Lodge,  Quarterly  Communication. 

“On  motion  and  seconded,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  frame  an  Address  to  be  presented  on  the  ensuing  Feast  of 
St.  John,  Decemr.  27th,  to  the  Great  Master  Workman,  our 
Illustrious  Br.  Washington,  on  the  occasion  of  his  intended  re¬ 
tirement  from  Public  Labor,  to  be  also  laid  before  the  said 
Grand  Lodge  on  St.  John’s  Day,  and  the  Rt.  W.  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  Deputy  G.  M.,  Brs.  Sadler,  Milnor  and  Williams,  were 
accordingly  appointed.” 


Minutes  of  December  27,  5796.  Reprint,  Vol.  1  pp.  262-263. 

“Grand  Lodge. 

“The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  to  our 
Brother  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States, 
presented  an  Address  by  them  drawn  up,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  read,  and  was  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

‘To  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States. 
‘The  Address  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  Most  Re¬ 
spected  Sir  and  Brother :  Having  announced  your  Intention 
‘to  retire  from  Public  Labor  to  that  Refreshment  to  which 
‘your  pre-eminent  Services  for  near  Half  a  Century  have  so 
‘justly  entitled  you,  Permit  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
‘at  this  last  Feast  of  our  Evangelic  Master  St.  John,  on  which 
‘we  can  hope  for  an  immediate  Communication  with  you,  to  join 
‘the  grateful  Voice  of  our  Country  in  acknowledging  that 
‘you  have  carried  forth  the  Principles  of  the  Lodge  into  every 
‘Walk  of  your  Life  by  your  constant  Labors  for  the  prosperity 
‘of  that  Country,  by  your  unremitting  Endeavors  to  promote 
‘Order,  Union  and  Brotherly  Affection  amongst  us,  and  lastly 
‘by  the  Vows  of  your  Farewell  Address  to  your  Brethren  and 
‘Fellow  Citizens;  an  Address  which  We  trust  our  Children  and 
‘our  Children’s  Children  will  ever  look  upon  as  a  most  in¬ 
valuable  Legacy  from  a  Friend ,  a  Benefactor  and  a  Father. 
‘To  these  our  grateful  Acknowledgments  (leaving  to  the  im¬ 
partial  Pen  in  History  to  Record  the  important  Events  in 
‘which  you  have  borne  so  illustrious  a  part)  permit  us  to  add 
‘our  most  fervent  prayers,  that  after  enjoying  to  the  utmost  Span 
‘of  Human  Life  every  Felicity  which  the  Terrestrial  Lodge  can 
‘afford,  you  may  be  received  by  the  great  Master  Builder  of  this 
‘World  and  of  Worlds  unnumbered  into  the  ample  Felicity  of  that 
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‘  Celestial  Lodge  in  which  alone  distinguished  Virtues  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  Labors  can  be  eternally  rewarded.’ 

“It  was  then  Moved  and  Seconded,  that  the  same  be 
adopted  .  Upon  the  question  being  taken  it  appeared  that  it 
was  approved  of.  On  Motion  and  seconded,  it  was  agreed 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Brother  Washing¬ 
ton  to  acquaint  him  that  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  present  an  Address  to  him,  and  to  know  what  Time 
he  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint  to  receive  it.  The  Committee 
appointed  to  perform  this  Duty  were  Brothers  William  Smith, 
Peter  LeBarbier  Duplessis  and  Thomas  Proctor,  who,  after 
having  waited  on  him,  Reported  that  he  had  appointed  to- " 
morrow  at  12  o’clock  to  receive  it.  Said  Committee,  to  wit : 
Brothers  W.  Smith,  Duplessis  and  Proctor,  together  with  the 
R.  W.  G.  M.,  D.  G.  M.,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  Grand 
Secretary  and  Masters  of  the  Different  Lodges  in  the  City, 
were  then  appointed  a  Deputation  to  present  the  said  Ad¬ 
dress.” 


Minutes  of  January  2,  5797.  Reprint,  Vol.  1,  pp.  266-267. 

“Adjourned  Lodge,  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.” 

“The  Deputation  appointed  on  St.  John’s  Day  to  present 
the  Address  on  that  Day  agreed  to,  to  Our  Brother  George 
Washington,  Reported,  That  they  had  waited  on  him  and 
presented  him  the  said  Address,  and  that  he  had  returned 
them  an  Answer,  which  is  in  the  words  following:  ‘Fellow- 
‘Citizens  and  Brothers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania: 
T  have  received  your  address  with  all  the  feelings  of  Brotherly 
‘Affection  mingled  with  those  Sentiments  for  the  Society  which 
‘it  was  calculated  to  excite.  To  have  been,  in  any  Degree,  an 
‘instrument  in  the  Hands  of  Providence  to  promote  Order  and 
‘Union,  and  erect  upon  a  Solid  foundation  the  true  principles  of 
‘Government,  is  only  to  have  Shared  with  many  others  in  a 
‘labour,  the  result  of  which,  let  us  hope,  will  prove  through  all 
‘Ages  a  Sanctuary  for  Brothers,  and  a  Lodge  for  the  Virtues. 
‘Permit  me  to  reciprocate  your  Prayers  for  my  Temporal  Happi¬ 
ness,  and  to  Supplicate  that  we  may  all  meet  hereafter  in  that 
‘eternal  Temple  whose  builder  is  the  great  Architect  of  the  Uni- 
Terse.’  ” 
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The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  connection  with 
the  death  of  Washington,  will  be  found  in  Volume  I  of  the 
Reprint  of  the  Minutes,  at  pages,  376,  379,  385,  397  and  402. 

The  gift  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington’s  Masonic 
apron,  which  was  worked  by  Madame  Lafayette,  is  recorded  in 
Volume  VI  of  the  Reprint,  page  58. 

A  reference  to  a  proposed  statue  and  to  a  Masonic  monu¬ 
ment  will  be  found  in  Volume  II,  page  469,  and  Volume  V, 
pages  275  and  337. 

Other  references  will  be  found  in  the  Volume  V,  page 
352,  and  Volume  VI,  pages  83  and  483. 

The  gift  of  the  portrait  in  the  Grand  Lodge  Room,  at  the 
right  of  the  Grand  Master’s  station  is  recorded  in  Volume  VI, 
pages  1 12  and  121. 

References  to  the  portrait  temporarily  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
Room,  back  of  the  Grand  Master’s  station,  will  be  found  in  the 
Proceedings  of  1885,  page  12,  and  of  1899,  page  17. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  December  2,  1850, 
an  appropriation  of  $500  was  made  to  procure  a  block  of 
Pennsylvania  marble,  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  National  Monument,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  held  June  7,  1852,  the 
following  letter  was  read : 

“Washington  National  Monument  Office, 
May  29,  1852. 

“Dr.  Anthony  Bournonville, 

Grand  Master  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons. 

Dear  Sir : 

Your  letter  of  the  226.  inst.  addressed  to  his  Excellency 
Millard  Fillmore,  President  ex  officio  of  the  Washington 
National  Monument  Society,  together  with  one  bearing  date 
the  5th  December  last,  from  a  Committee  of  the  Grand  Ma¬ 
sonic  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  was  duly  received  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent. 

I  am  requested  by  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers 
to  communicate  to  you  that  the  splendid  block  of  marble  thus 
handsomely  presented  has  been  received  and  will  be  assigned 
a  position  in  the  Grand  National  edifice  becoming  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  your  ancient  and  noble  order.  I  am  also  desired  to 
present  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  offices  and  members 
of  said  Grand  Lodge,  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Officers  and 
Managers  of  the  Monument  Association  for  the  magnificent 
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memorial  so  worthy  of  representing  the  Masonic  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  National  Monument  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  as  an  evidence  of  their  regard  and  admiration  and  fra¬ 
ternal  love  for  him  who  is  justly  designated  as  the  Father  and 
Benefactor  of  his  country  and  the  human  race. 

Most  sincerely  and  respectfully  yours, 

ELISHA  WHITTLESEY, 

Gen.  Agent.” 

Note. — This  stone,  appropriately  carved,  is  inserted  in  the  monument 
at  the  landing,  180  feet  from  the  ground. 

Minutes  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  Annual  Grand 
Communication,  December  27,  A.  D.  1901,  A.  L.  5901.  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  1901,  pp.  150-151. 

“Brother  JAMES  M.  LAMBERTON  offered  the  follow¬ 
ing  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

WHEREAS  November  fourth,  A.  D.  1902,  A.  L.  5902, 
will  be  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
initiation  of  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  into  the  Most  An¬ 
cient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  (whose 
records  show  cordial  and  fraternal  relations  with  our  illus¬ 
trious  Brother  WASHINGTON,  the  foremost  American  citi¬ 
zen,  and  the  first  President  of  the  United  States),  do  celebrate 
said  Anniversary  with  suitable  ceremonies  in  the  Masonic 
Temple,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  recommend  similar 
celebrations  by  the  Lodges  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Twelve,  consisting  of  the 
Grand  Officers  and  six  other  Brethren,  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  programme,  and  take  charge  of  such  celebration  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  suggest  a  programme  for  the  use  of 
such  Lodges  as  may  desire  to  have  a  similar  celebration, 
which  must  be  held  within  the  tiled  Lodge-room,  banquet  ex¬ 
cepted. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Three,  the  Grand  Master 
being  one,  be  appointed  to  invite  the  presence  in  Grand  Lodge, 
on  that  Anniversary,  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Brother  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT,  and  of  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  Brother  WILLIAM  A.  STONE, 


The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Brother  EDGAR  A. 
TENNIS,  appointed  as  the  Committee  of  Twelve  the  following : 

Brother  EDGAR  A.  TENNIS,  R.  W.  Grand  Master, 

“  JAMES  W.  BROWN,  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 

“  GEORGE  W.  KENDRICK,  Jr.,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand 
Warden. 

“  GEORGE  B.  ORLADY,  R.  W.  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
“  THOMAS  R.  PATTON,  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer, 

“  WILLIAM  A.  SINN,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary, 

“  CONRAD  B.  DAY,  R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master, 

WILLIAM  J.  KELLY,  R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master, 

“  GEORGE  E.  WAGNER,  R.  W.  Past  Grand  Master, 
JAMES  M.  LAMB ERT ON , 

“  GEORGE  D.  MOORE, 

“  WILLIAM  J.  DIEHL; 

and  on  the  Committee  of  Three  to  invite  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Right  Wor¬ 
shipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  WILLIAM  J.  KELLY 
and  Brother  JAMES  M.  LAMBERTON. 
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